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Born in New York in 1970, Cruz was introduced to music at an early 

age by his father Ray Cruz, a well-known percussionist. Later, he 

studied with Keith Copeland at Rutgers University in New Jersey and 

Kenny Washington at the New School in New York City. At the age of 

20, he was already working with Charles Sepulveda, the Willie Colon 

Orchestra, quickly gaining recognition in New York Latin and Jazz 

circles. Since then, Cruz has gone on to record and tour with such 

noted groups as the Mingus Dynasty Big Band, David Sanchez Band, 

Leon Parker Band, Tom Harrell and Chick Corea's Origin Sextet. 

He's also performed with the likes on Mongo Santamaria, Airto 

Moreira, Herbie Mann and McCoy Tyner, Paquito D'Rivera and Eddie 

Palmieri. In recent years Cruz has forged a steady musical 

relationship with pianist Danilo Perez and is a member of the Danilo Perez Trio, which also features bassist 

Ben Street. In all, Cruz's sound has been featured with some of the best bands in the business on more 

than 30 recordings. Cruz hasn't allowed his success in playing the music of the others to keep him from 

developing his own. Currently, Adam is pursuing a solo project titled “Nights Like These” that debuted in 

June of 2006. The album offers a fresh combination of acoustic-rock incorporated with catchy, inviting 

melodies that refuse to be heard only once. By way of transparent and honest lyrics that paint a picture of 

both personal and general life struggles, Adam challenges his listeners to explore the possibly of living 

beyond their current reality in a place of boundless freedom. Featuring Cruz's compositions and a 

combination of instrumental and vocal talent, the group engages listeners with material of surprising range 

and maturity that reflects his eclectic sensibilities while making one thing clear: Cruz's concepts are as solid 

as his chops. 

Adam Cruz’s remarkable musicianship makes him one of the most in demand drummers of today. 
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