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The vibraphonist and composer Steve Nelson was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1954. He started playing piano and vibes as a teenager, and began his career during the seventies, in his hometown of Pittsburgh, following the straight ahead path blazed by his first major influence, Milt Jackson. He progressed quickly enough as to play still very young with guitar-legend Grant Green. 

After a year with Grant Green he was playing and recording with his Rutgers professors James Spaulding and Kenny Barron, before landing a spot in David “Fathead” Newman’s quintet. Throughout the eighties, Nelson was the vibist of choice among some of his generation’s most talented up-and-comers. 
He has performed and recorded with many great musicians including Kenny Barron, Bobby Watson, Curtis Lundy, James Williams, Donald Brown, Geoffrey Keezer, Lewis Nash, David Fathead Newman, Johnny Griffin, Jackie McLean and Mulgrew Miller. He is currently a member of The Dave Holland’s Band and Quintet, the Lewis Nash Trio and Mulgrew Miller’s Wingspan.

He has appeared at concerts and festivals worldwide and has made six recordings as the leader of his own group. His recordings as a leader include Communications (Criss Cross, 1987), Live At Acireale (Red Records, 1989), Full Nelson (Sunnyside, 1989), New Beginnings (TCB, 1999), Fuller Nelson (Sunny Side, 2004) and Sound Effect (High Note, 2007). Recordings with others include Dave Holland, David "Fathead" Newman, Kenny Barron, Jackie McLean, Bobby Watson, Johnny Griffin and Mulgrew Miller.
He graduated from Rutgers University with both Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees in music and his teaching activities have included a position at Princeton University.
Please note that the links suggested below are considered non-official sources of information on this musician; LJSS and CCB are not responsible for its contents.
More on Steve Nelson: 
· http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=9789

(All About Jazz page)

· http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=22408

(All About Jazz Interview)

· http://br.youtube.com/watch?v=2P5f32Z8ni8


(with the Benny Wallace Trio)
· http://br.youtube.com/watch?v=tR-Te3YBePI


(with the Benny Wallace Trio)
Reviews: 
· http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=13902

(CD review - Fuller Nelson)

· http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=14913

(CD review - Fuller Nelson)
“Clearly vibraphone/marimba man Steve Nelson is the ringer here, as he advances a stability and subtle harmonic movement to an artistic selection of originals”

C. Andrew Hovan in All About Jazz
“Playing with Mulgrew and Steve Nelson in the same group was a mind-blowing experience.”

Duane Eubanks
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