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Some people seek out a career in music, and some just cannot escape it. As an only child growing up in Philadelphia, gospel music and musical instruments surrounded Rodney Green at home and in church, where he spent most of his time. His father was a preacher and organist, and his mother sang in church. Rodney was drawn to the drum kit, and by age three, would climb on the kit play whenever possible.
By his early teens, Green was playing drums in church, but he was also being exposed to other kinds of music, like jazz. His older cousin, also a musician, introduced Rodney to jazz, funk, and soul music, and (along with his high school band teacher) started him into listening to records like "A Love Supreme", "Transition", and "Four More". He was blown away by Elvin Jones and Tony Williams because of all the sounds they got out of the drums as well as their range, style and technique. Rodney soon realized that music could be a profession, and not just a hobby. He knew that playing the drums was his calling. Percussionist Scott Robinson was impressed with Rodney’s playing but realized the young drummer didn’t know what he was doing, since he was just playing by ear. Robinson offered to teach him for free and, at 14 years of age, Rodney got his first lesson. 

It wasn’t long before the young musician started to sneak out to local clubs to see live music and play gigs. He got to know many of the up and coming musicians on the Philadelphia jazz scene including pianist Orrin Evans, trumpeter Duane Eubanks, and bassist Christian McBride. At the age of 16, friend and drummer Brian Frasier Moore left his gig at Patti LaBelle’s club, Chez LaBelle, and Rodney took over. He influenced the club’s manager to start a Sunday Jazz Brunch, and soon Green was booking musicians like pianist Evans and saxophonist Sam Newsome at the club. The legendary Bobby Watson was so impressed with the young drummer that he called his parents to ask their permission to take Green to Italy with him, and, after much persuasion, they agreed. 

By age 17 Green, still in high school, was traveling internationally and doing an occasional gig in New York City. After such an occasion, legendary drummer Billy Higgins unexpectedly walked into Sweet Basil, and finished a set. Rodney went home and packed his bags. His desire to make his mark on the jazz scene had intensified, and one week after graduation, Green took the money that he had saved from his gigs, and moved to New York. He got on the scene and quickly developed a name for himself. He was a favorite sub, and at only 17 years old, had a remarkable range and a reputation for being an extremely professional young musician. Word continued to spread about the talented young drummer, and Green spent the next couple of years playing with the likes of Christian McBride, Eric Reed, Greg Osby, Joe Henderson, Benny Green, Tom Harrell, and Mulgrew Miller. 
With a recommendation from bassist Ben Wolfe, Green joined the band of vocalist Diana Krall at the age of 19. His two-year tenure with Krall taught him a great deal about the music business, and the importance of being a responsible, mature young professional.

Today, Rodney Green is a seasoned professional with experience and skill beyond his years. He continues to grow and challenge himself creatively, stepping out as a leader with the Rodney Green Group, writing music and pursuing projects that interest him. For this young musician, who already has a wealth of gigs, experiences, tours and records behind him, the best is yet to come.

Amongst many others, Rodney Green has worked with Terence Blanchard, Carmen Lundy, Stefon Harris, Charlie Haden, Wynton Marsalis, Ravi Coltrane, Lizz Wright, Terell Stafford, Greg Osby. Ben Wolfe, Christian Mc Bride, Joe Henderson, Diana Krall, George Benson, Nicholas Payton, Cyrus Chestnut, Sadao Watanabe, Antonio Hart, Adam Rodgers, Michael Brecker, Kenny Barron, Marc Cary, Abby Lincoln, Betty Carter, Shirley Scott, Benny Wallace, Makoto Ozone, Wycliffe Gordon, Paula West, Bruce Barth, Peter Cincotti, Andy Bey, Tom Harrell, The New York Voices, Herbie Hancock, Dianne Reeves and Mulgrew Miller. 
Official Web Site: http://www.rodneygreenmusic.com
Please note that the links suggested below are considered non-official sources of information on this musician; LJSS and CCB are not responsible for its contents.
More on Rodney Green: 

· http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/musician.php?id=16113
(All About Jazz page)
· http://br.youtube.com/watch?v=Xrc6oXYr8og


(Rodney Green @ Zildjian's)
· http://www.zildjian.com/en-US/zVideos/videos.ad2


(Rodney Green @ Zildjian's)

Reviews: 

Rodney Green caused a stir on this night, mostly to the good, often to the great. Although he was playing mostly on the bop downbeat, Green used almost every conceivable way to hit something in front of him with the touch of a feather. The effect was highly compelling to hear and tremendously interesting to watch. Only in a series of final rhythm breaks did one drop of sweat fall from his dreadlocks.

in All About Jazz
“For his part, Rodney Green proved an expert rhythm accompanist; his pianissimo brush and cymbal support was especially appreciated.”

in All About Jazz, on a concert with the Charlie Haden quartet
Young Rodney Green, who succeeds Larance Marable, showed a drumming attribute that has been in short supply since Philly Joe Jones, the ability to bring down volume without a loss of swing or intensity. That serves him well in a band where dynamic subtlety is integral.”
in JazzTimes.com
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