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Antonio Hart, saxophonist, was born September 30, 1968, in Baltimore, Maryland. He wasn't always interested in Jazz: admittedly, "I really didn't get into Jazz until I was 17 or 18. I wasn't really into it until just before I went off to college. I was studying classical music." After graduating from the Baltimore School of Arts, he migrated north to the prestigious Berklee School of Music in Boston. Hart's real knowledge of Jazz began at Berklee, where he studied with Bill Pierce, Andy McGhee, and Joe Viola. The three teachers gave him the foundation he needed to develop into a professional musician. Hart spent many hours in the library listening to all his favorite musicians, and practicing and playing as much as he could. There were also many late hours in the practice room. Because of the lessons learned at the School for the Arts, Hart really thought it was important to have a balance between music and academia, so in his sophomore year he became a Music Education Major. These courses added other challenges that inspired Hart.

He made many friends at Berklee, but the most important was Roy Hargrove. They spent three years touring the world and recording Hargrove's first three records. Hart considers Hargrove to be his brother in life and music. He even used Hargrove on his first recording "For the First Time."

Hart wanted to continue his education and study from some true masters of Jazz, so during those first few years on the road, he also worked on a Masters Degree at Queens College. There he had the opportunity to learn from the great Jimmy Heath and Donald Byrd. Hart felt blessed and honored when Mr. Heath produced his second recording "Don't You Know I Care" (1992)

Since then, Hart obtained his Masters Degree and recorded more CDs as a leader, including "For Cannonball and Woody" (1993) and "It's all good" (1994). "Here I Stand", on the Impulse label, earned Hart a 1998 Grammy nomination for "Best Jazz Instrumental Solo." "Ama tu sonrisa" was issued in 2001, and was followed by "All we Need" in 2004.

He has also recorded extensively as a sideman, mainly with Roy Hargrove, The Dizzy Gillespie Big Band, Slide Hampton, Nancy Wilson, Freddy Cole, Cyrus Chestnut, Robin Eubanks, McCoy Tyner, Benny Green, Winard Harper, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Nat Adderley, Ray Brown, Monty Alexander, Terell Stafford, Dave Holland, Wallace Roney, and many others.

Hart balances his time as a full-time professor at the Aaron Copland school of music, Queens college, as well as spending a great deal of time on the road performing with his own band, The Dizzy Gillespie Big Band, The Dave Holland Big Band, and also giving clinics. In his off-time, he likes to practice martial arts, and listen to other styles of music for inspiration. He is constantly trying to get to higher levels on his horn and in his writing.

Please note that the links suggested below are considered non-official sources of information on this musician; LJSS and CCB are not responsible for its contents. 
More on Antonio Hart: 

· http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendid=154928075
· http://www.dailymotion.com/visited/search/Antonio%2BHart/video/x3o44c_1993-slide-hampton-jazz-masters-ant_music




(solo starts at 3’20’’)
· http://www.dailymotion.com/visited/search/Antonio%2BHart/video/x3o3t3_1993-slide-hampton-jazz-masters-lov_music




(Slide Hampton Jazz Masters)
· http://br.youtube.com/watch?v=-zFy2XsKH_Y

(with Roy Hargrove Quintet – Vienne 1994)

· http://br.youtube.com/watch?v=g-tr8LulAGU

(with Marc Ayza)
· http://br.youtube.com/watch?v=9YCN-jXS5KE

(VandoJam Winter NAMM)
· http://br.youtube.com/watch?v=KsfCM9wyOMU

(with the Dave Holland Sextet)
Reviews: 
· http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=8514
(CD review – Ama tu sonrisa) 
“Hart shows that he is quite serious […] about realizing his greater ideal of an organic unity between music and of life.”
Gerard Cox in All About Jazz

“A contemplative and mellowed artist who is beginning to feel more comfortable in his own shoes- less eager to prove, more eager to simply show.”

Gerard Cox in All About Jazz

“Antonio Hart shines with emotional charged playing that does not succumb to sentimentalism throughout Weiss' heartbreak ballad, What I Can Never Say.”

Eyal Hareuveni in All About Jazz
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